Cutaneous leishmaniasis is widespread in the Amazonian area of Bolivia, but the parasite involved has not so far been identified. in a survey in January 1988, biopsies were taken from ulcers on the legs of seven patients; all of them usually worked in the forest, harvesting Brazil-nuts (Bertholletia excelsa). Each sample was crushed and then inoculated into the four paws of an hamster; the animais were then sent to the Laboratory of Medical Ecology, Faculty of Medicine, Montpellier, France.
Six months later,the animals were sacrificed. Liver, spleen, bone marrow and subcutaneous paw tissues were crushed and macerated in NNN culture medium. Two stocks of Leishmania were obtained, one from the paw tissue of one hamster. the other from the bone marrow of another hamster. Both stocks are Leishmania (V.) braziliensis according to isoenzymatic -typification by starch-gel electrophoresis and based on twelve enzymes: ME, EC 1. 1. 
